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“Playtime” Daphne Stevens  daphne_stvns@yahoo.com Texas and Louisiana, USA 

There is a beautiful back story of this adorable three-year-old playing in the backyard with his toys. 

He is “all boy” to the hilt from his stitches on his chin, to a scratch on his cheek and yes, I did actually 

paint in 3D with non-ping his upper lip with his runny nose. It was quiet a challenge to get all the 

details of the toys on a 10 x 14 “tile. I was honored to be commissioned by a dear friend, also the 

child’s grandma, to paint this as a gift to the adoptive parents. We ended up making canvas prints for 

other relatives. 

  This portrait was probably the most challenging paintings I have ever completed. Having several 

reference pictures and even a short video to understand his personality was essential. 

  The background was altered to just sky and grass 

so the focus would be on the boy playing. His shirt 

was a neon coral color and of course we do not 

have that color available as porcelain artists.    

   Having color charts and of course, knowing how 

your colors fire is essential to any successful artist.  

 On the last painting, non-ping and base for gold 

was added to the sand colors and applied on the 

toys, his hands, and his clothes. Also, the wording 

of the tires and accents on the rims had base for 

gold mixed with white and applied on last painting. 

 At least four painting and firings sessions were 

required to achieve all the details and depth of 

color from the folds in the fabric, highlights in his 

blonde hair, to the tiny details on the toys. Looking 

forward to painting more portraits of people, 

children, and of course animals in the future. 
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SomeSomeSomeSome    were published in the magazine and some are in this newsletter.were published in the magazine and some are in this newsletter.were published in the magazine and some are in this newsletter.were published in the magazine and some are in this newsletter.    
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 Melina Fiorella, Hoover, Alabama USA 

 I am a multi- talented artist.  For over 30 years I have loved hand quilting, 

French hand sewing and cooking. In 2020, I included all of this in my 

extraordinary cookbook that I had published for my children and grandchildren. 

It was a sellout.  

  My favorite talent is Porcelain China painting.  I have competed World and 

Internationally.  Very blessed to be featured in their beautiful magazine’s several 

times.  

  I China painted some fish plates, platter and a pitcher with fish on them. My son 

asked for them for his new lake house.  

  On his birthday I started painting and designing him a complete set of China for his Lake House. 

Each place setting will be different. The first place setting that I have finished is his 12 point deer he 

killed In Illinois.  He shot it with his muzzle loader gun.  

   The colors I used for the deer plates are: yellow brown, golden pecan, autumn brown and brown. 

The sky is painted blue. The greens I used are chartreuse green, chrome green, black green and 

antique green.  I painted the background first. Then the deer.  

 It has several firings at 018.  Each time I added a little bit more.  

The next place setting I am working on is the Moose he killed. We will really enjoy eating off these 

China plates when Holidays come.  They look great on his large wooden farm house table. It is very 

masculine. This is my third complete set of China I have painted over the years.  

I use and love everything and I paint daily.  

    

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


