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Meet Anna Marie Skonieczny        Alabama, USA 

China painting is my passion right after my family.  I was able to pursue china 

painting because of my supervisor, Randy Airheart, at the U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers said I could attend classes on Tuesday afternoons and make up my work 

on other days.  Of course, we all had a first teacher, my first teacher was Roberta 

Polan; however, most of what I earned about china painting came from Stephen 

Hayes, his understanding of color, motion, movement, and design.  My favorite 

subjects to paint are miniature scenes whether European or Civil War.  I do not sell 

my work; however, I do donate pieces for charitable auctions, painting pieces and 

subjects appreciated by the attendees.  The Army sent me to leadership training for 

several years at public universities, which I now give back by holding leadership 

positions in several china painting organizations including IPAT.  I enjoy my work 

with IPAT because of the china painters I encounter either by email, telephone or 

see at conventions.  I now have a world of friends because of china painting. 

Chocolate Covered 
Strawberries Study    Anna 

Skonieczny 

Special Note:  Most of the 
information in this study came from a 
delightful Zoom demonstration by 
Daphne Stevens.  Daphne has given 
me permission to write this study.  
Some of the information is not 
exactly as Daphne demonstrated. 

Supplies: 

➢ Medium size square shader size 8 
or 10 

➢ A scrolling brush or round brush 
➢ A wipe out tool and or a sponge end wipe tool 
➢ Raised paste mixed and tinted with Chartreuse. 
➢ Paint colors:  Mixing yellow, Blood red, Yellow Red, Chartreuse or Eve Green, a medium value 

green, Black Green, Rich Brown plus a mud color for the shadows 
➢ Trace or draw strawberry shapes on a tray or other piece of porcelain. 
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First Fire: 
1.  Starting in the center of the strawberry paint Yellow.  On each side 

of the yellow red; paint Blood Red.  Pain the whole berry, do not 
worry about the chocolate now.  

2. Paint the leaves of the strawberry with Chartreuse to hold the shape 
of the leaves.   The stem will be painted during the last fire to help 
with direction of your piece. 

3. Using your wipe out tool or sponge end tool wipe out where you 
want the chocolate to go.  I like the end of my berry dipped in 
chocolate, so that is wiped off too. 

4. Side load your scrolling brush so that it has a light and dark value on the brush.  Paint the 
chocolate having the lighter value side of your brush towards the top of the berry.  This should 
give some dimension to the chocolate. 

5. With your wipe out tool, wipe out small areas where the strawberry seeds will go.  Paint these 
areas with Mixing Yellow. 

6. Fire at 018 

 
Second fire: 

1.  Paint your leaves with the second value of green and add detail with Black Green.  Put in stem as 
needed. 

2. Using the tinted raised put a very small dot in the center of your Mixing Yellow seed areas. 
3. Add Rich Brown to chocolate if needed. Add Blood Red to strawberry if needed 
4. Using the shadow color, put in the strawberry shadow.  Make sure the shadow is on the same 

side for each strawberry. 
5. Fire at 018 

 
Other pieces Anna has painted 
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Teacher:  Nancy Bergman 

Date of Seminar:  11, 12, 13 April 2024 

Subject:  Any piece 6 inches or smaller to learn techniques.  Plus bring other 

small pieces. 

Cost: $250 for the seminar                            Plus $15.00 for three lunches 

Contact:  Anna Marie Skonieczny at skonieczny@mindspring for more information. 

Location:  North Alabama, Lacey’s Spring across the river from Huntsville, Alabama 

Requirements:  Must be able to go up and down stairs 

If you would like to tag another seminar on, contact Nancy Bergman on Messenger. 

 

Datee Benvenutti 
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Barbara Strzepka “I posted two porcelains on Facebook done after watching two of our zooms.  
These were inspired by zoom lessons of Rola Ellkadour and Dolly Chu”.  

Thank you, Barbara. It is good to see that our Zoom classes are enjoyed. If there are other members that have 

taken a Zoom Class and would like to see their work in this Newsletter, please send them to 

esp_ga@bellsouth.net. Than you Barbara 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mary Denny 

mailto:esp_ga@bellsouth.net
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   Val Naber 

  Inspired by Zoom Lessons 
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Josette Groulett  Texas, USA 

 

Eleven years ago, a china painter friend of mine 

showed me a painting of poppies that Felipe Pereira had 

painted. After that, I was hooked.  I started classes and 

I’ve been painting ever since.  I’ve had the blessing of 

teacher Judy Buchholz (Jean Harper’s daughter), who has 

been guiding me along for many years, plus I belonged to 

the Fresno Porcelain Artist Club until I recently moved.  I 

am in Texas, which has been a dream come true with all 

the beautiful china painters in Texas.  I have since joined 

the Porcelain Art Guild of Dallas and truly believe there 

is a special bond between china painters. I am so glad to 

be part of it. 
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Lola Miller, Missouri 
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If you would like to submit your work or the work of another artist please send your information to 

esp_ga@bellsouth.net 


